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Press Release
STAGE Bregenz


STAGE Bregenz: The New Fair for Contemporary Art and Design in the Lake Constance Region
Première from 22 to 25 February 2024 in the Festspielhaus Bregenz

Bregenz, 6 July 2023 – STAGE Bregenz combines contemporary art and collectible design with the shaping of a liveable future. At the première of the fair from 22 to 25 February 2024 in the Festspielhaus Bregenz, around 55 leading galleries will present the latest work of regional and international artists. The curators Fiammetta Griccioli, Matylda Krzykowski and Elise Lammer are working at this first edition. The extensive supporting programme will involve partner institutions across the Lake Constance region. The participating galleries will be presented in autumn.

STAGE Bregenz is a new platform for art in the Lake Constance region, where four countries come together. The fair will present around 55 leading galleries and special projects from the Lake Constance region and Central Europe from 22 to 25 February 2024 in the Festspielhaus Bregenz. “Strong, international-quality fairs are the future of the global art business and the basis for sustainable change. STAGE Bregenz will highlight the creative diversity of the region in the areas of art, design and architecture”, says Founder and Managing Director Renger van den Heuvel (previously VIENNAFAIR, viennacontemporary and SPARK Art Fair Vienna).

The new fair format has been developed in cooperation with the Culture Service of the Provincial Capital of Bregenz, Stadtmarketing Bregenz and Kongresskultur Bregenz. STAGE Bregenz will offer a platform to both new positions and established artists. The fair will also address the issue of sustainability in the art world and be realised as a sustainable format. The names of the around 55 galleries will be announced in autumn 2023. The core of emerging and established galleries from Austria and its neighbours Switzerland, Germany, Liechtenstein and Italy will be complemented by leading galleries from across Europe.

Sections and special projects
The first STAGE Bregenz features the curators Fiammetta Griccioli, Matylda Krzykowski and Elise Lammer. Fiammetta Griccioli from Italy works as a curator at the Pirelli HangarBicocca (Milan). She will address a current issue and invite ten galleries to STAGE Bregenz. New art will be on the programme of the Swiss-Austrian curator and author Elise Lammer. The Director of the research platform Alpina Huus will present ten emerging contemporary art positions from the Lake Constance region. In her experimental work at the interface between design, art and architecture, Matylda Krzykowski devotes herself to space and performance. The German-Polish designer and curator has been the Artistic Director of CIVIC at Basel Academy of Art and Design FHNW since September 2021 and is a cofounder of Depot Basel.

In addition to these three sections, STAGE Bregenz will present special projects in the areas of collectible design, photography and digital art and organise a conference addressing sustainability in the art business. The participating galleries in the general section and the “Art and Design” section will be invited by the management of the fair. This selection process is being supported by an advisory board of international art and design experts. “By addressing, each in their own way, the issue of living together in an interconnected world, art, design and architecture repeatedly cross disciplinary, sociocultural and geographic borders. This is true both globally and on the level of local initiatives and collaborations. We want to offer a platform to these fascinating interactions”, emphasises van den Heuvel.

Interregional concept
With its location at the hub of the Lake Constance region, where four countries come together, and its cooperation with local cultural institutions, STAGE Bregenz and its programme reflect the cultural and economic diversity of this cross-border milieu. Renger van den Heuvel is convinced that the format and the location have huge potential: “The Lake Constance region has enormous knowhow, lots of talent and legendary drive. The aim of our interregional fair concept is to highlight and strengthen these cultural networks and fruitful interactions. The widespread support from the fields of politics, art, design and architecture provide the ideal basis for successful cooperation.”

Supporting programme and cooperation partners
The cooperation partners of the first STAGE Bregenz are leading institutions including Creative Institute Vorarlberg, Forum Würth Rorschach, Kunsthaus Bregenz (KUB), Kunstmuseum Liechtenstein, Kunstmuseum Ravensburg, Kunstraum Dornbirn, MuseumsQuartier Wien, Vorarlberger Architektur Institut (vai), vorarlberg museum and the Bregenzer Frühling dance festival. STAGE Bregenz is supported by the Province of Vorarlberg and its capital Bregenz. The partners of the fair are Convention Partner Vorarlberg, the Culture Service of the Provincial Capital of Bregenz, Stadtmarketing Bregenz and Kongresskultur Bregenz. Further information about the supporting programme will be released in autumn. “We are delighted by the huge interest in cultural circles and particularly grateful for the broad show of political support. By working together we will create a new platform for contemporary art in the Lake Constance region”, says van den Heuvel.

A sustainable art fair
As a member of the Gallery Climate Coalition and a certified “Green Event”, STAGE Bregenz is being organised in line with sustainable criteria. The ecological footprint will be minimised with the help of the energy-efficient operation of the Festspielhaus Bregenz, careful planning and a range of climate-friendly logistics and mobility solutions.

Info: www.stage-bregenz.art







About STAGE Bregenz
STAGE Bregenz combines contemporary art and collectible design with the shaping of a liveable future. The new fair format will take place for the first time from 22 to 25 February 2024 in the Festspielhaus Bregenz and present around 55 galleries. The Initiator and Managing Director of STAGE Bregenz is Renger van den Heuvel. The new fair for the Lake Constance region is a meeting place and a platform for the rich variety of interactions between art, design and architecture. In coming years, STAGE Bregenz will always take place in late February/early March. 

STAGE Bregenz 2024
22–25 February 2024
Festspielhaus Bregenz

Opening / 22 February 2024
Preview / from 14:00 (with invitation)
Vernissage / 17:00–20:00 (a limited number of individual tickets will be available from mid-September 2023)

Fair / 23–25 February 2024
23 February: 12:00–19:00
24 February: 10:00–19:00
25 February: 10:00–18:00

[bookmark: _Hlk138747728]Programme Partners
Bregenzer Frühling
Creative Institute Vorarlberg
Forum Würth Rorschach
Kunsthaus Bregenz (KUB)
Kunstmuseum Liechtenstein
Kunstmuseum Ravensburg
Kunstraum Dornbirn
Vorarlberger Architektur Institut (vai)
vorarlberg museum

Green Partner
MuseumsQuartier Wien

Sponsors
The Provincial Capital of Bregenz
The Province of Vorarlberg

[bookmark: _Hlk138747754]Partners
Kongresskultur Bregenz
The Culture Service of the Provincial Capital of Bregenz
Stadtmarketing Bregenz
Convention Partner Vorarlberg
About Renger van den Heuvel
Renger van den Heuvel (Apeldoorn, NL) is a cultural manager who specialises in the development of art fair formats. He was Managing Director of VIENNAFAIR and viennacontemporary between 2012 and 2019. In 2021, he established the SPARK Art Fair Vienna, a format entirely based on individual presentations and with a uniform stand design. The fair was described as, amongst other things, “one of the most exciting art fairs of recent years” (Monopol). Alongside his work as a cultural manager, van den Heuvel is also an independent filmmaker and a graduate of the Friedl Kubelka School for Independent Film in Vienna.

[bookmark: _Hlk138747338]About Elise Lammer
The Swiss-Austrian curator and author Elise Lammer (Lausanne, CH) examines the role of (public and private) space in the creation of identity. In 2015, she established the collective research platform Alpina Huus, which addresses performance and domestic space. Elise Lammer has participated in numerous exhibitions in international institutions and galleries, including MAMCO (Geneva), Fondation Beyeler (Riehen), Museu Calouste Gulbenkian (Lisbon), mumok (Vienna), Schinkel Pavillon (Berlin), Goethe Institute (Beijing, Hong Kong) and GARAGE Museum of Contemporary Art (Moscow).

About Fiammetta Griccioli
Fiammetta Griccioli (1987) is a curator at the Pirelli HangarBicocca. She has recently co-curated solo exhibitions by Thao Nguyen Phan (upcoming in 2023), Dineo Seshee Bopape (2022/2023), Anicka Yi (2022), Trisha Baga (2020) and Daniel Steegmann Mangrané (2019). Since 2012, she has organised numerous solo exhibitions and coordinated publications about artists including Micol Assaël, Joan Jonas, Philippe Parreno, Laure Prouvost, Lucio Fontana and Steve McQueen. Before this, Griccioli was a curatorial assistant at WIELS in Brussels and she has taught at a number of universities in Milan including the Accademia di Belle Arti di Brera and Università Luigi Bocconi.

About Matylda Krzykowski
Matylda Krzykowski (Świebodzice, PL) plans, designs, produces, writes and speaks in connection with physical and digital space. The Artistic Director of CIVIC at Basel Academy of Art and Design FHNW works at the interface between design, art, architecture and performance. Her most recent work includes the installation “You Don’t Want Space, You Want To Fill It” in Marsèll Paradise in Milan (2022), the video exhibition “Airtime - What is wanted?” for the Swiss Consulate General in New York City (2021) and the curatorial work on “The Energy Show – Sun, Solar and Human Power” at Het Nieuwe Instituut Rotterdam (2022), “GROP” by Barbara Stauffacher Solomon for von Bartha in Basel (2021) and “Total Space” in the Museum für Gestaltung Zürich (2020).




Captions:
STAGE-Bregenz-Renger-van-den-Heuvel.jpg: Managing Director Renger van den Heuvel is heading the first STAGE Bregenz in the Festspielhaus Bregenz. (Photo: Magdalena Türtscher/Büro Magma)

STAGE-Bregenz-Festspielhaus-Bregenz.jpg: STAGE Bregenz, the new fair for contemporary art and design in the Lake Constance region, will take place for the first time from 22 to 25 February 2024 in the Festspielhaus Bregenz. (Photo: Anja Köhler)

Photos: Use is free of charge in conjunction with editorial coverage of STAGE Bregenz. Photo credit must be included.



Editorial inquiries:
STAGE Bregenz, Renger van den Heuvel, phone +43/660/5961401, e-mail renger@stage-bregenz.art
Pzwei. Pressearbeit, Joshua Köb, phone +43/664/9682626, e-mail press@stage-bregenz.art
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